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MIMORANDUM FOR: Deputy Director for Intelligence, The Joint Steff

: Reguest for Information on Soviet and Chinese
Commmist Perticipetion as Militery Advisors to
North Vietnam

1. In response to your rogquirement, we have checked our flleg
and found that fSoviet and Chinese Commmnist military advisors in
Morth Victnem (Demcerstic Ripublic of Victnam - DRV) are believed
to work under the segls of the Politlesal Directorate (TORG CUC
CHINH TRI) of the People's Army of Vietnam (PAVN). Thesc advisors
operatc in semiesecrecy 10 avold all unnecessary contact with army
sersonnel as well as with the gencral public. No mention iz ever
mede of thelr exlstence or activities either in the press or over
the redio.

2. The same securlty measures sppear to have been extended
to both the loviet and Chinese Cempmmist sdvisory missions. This
arrangenent probebly stems from the naturel secretiveness of the
Coormunists and the desire mot to glve an sppearance of external
dominetion or direction of the DRV whieh might provide ammmition
for anti-Copmunist propagends efiorts. The system is probably
also designed t0 hide the exigtence of the missions from the
North Victnamege themselves, whosoe semeitive nationalist feelings
might otherwise be offended. In the case of the Chinese Commmmists,
this secretiveness is faeilitated by other factors. The Chinese
Commmists arc sald frequently to use Vietnsmese nmmes, which,
together with the use of PAVN uniforms snd & similarity of facial
vegtures, ensbles them furiher to aveid notice.

3. According to & recent report, 1t is doubtful that PAVN now
has any coviet military advisors. The presence of Chinese Comus
nist nilitary technicians with major PAVN units is reported period-
ically, but it has never been possible, for reasons stated above,
to obtain precise details on the numbers and assigaments of these
advisors. According to one report, most Chinese Commumnist militery
technicians ere sssigned to speclalized PAVN unitez including armor,
sngincers, artillery, amticircraft and, possidly dut not nrobably,
aviation. A second report claims tuat, as of early August 1957,
there were no Chinese Commuist (or Soviet) advisors in PAVN at
division level, although it concedes that there might be higheraniing
advisors to the Ministry of I fense.
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b While the prescuce of relatively isrge numbers of Soviet
and (hinese Commmist persomnel in the PRV bas been esteblished,
these sppear io be chiefly vcomomic and other non-militsry techw
nicians. The number of military advisory persomnel, slthough not
kpown speeifically, is probubly met very large, for doviet and
egpecially Chinese Commmist niliteey guldasnce to the DRV, Judging
from mumerous reports, is provided in large measure by the tralne
ing of FAVN contingents in China rather then in the DRV, It is
also possible that staff guldence mnd edvice mey be provided by
_the Chinese Commmists to PAVH through organizations established
in (hina. A pamphlet entitled Chulyo Bunseki, issued on 1 Jenuary
1956 by a section of the Japanese Forelgn Ministry, states:

According to an unevelumted source, the Special Alde
To-Vietnam Unlt Headguarters {hesded by Hsiao K'o,
Chief of Staff, Fourth Field Army) and the Chinae
foviet Ald-to-Vietnam Liaison Bureau (with Poroyav,
of the U3SR, as chief) were reported to have been
gstablished in April 1953 in Ban-ning to gilve guide
ance in the military ficld. The People'zs Liberation
Army Guidance OfTice for Ald-to-Vietnsm, establiched
as an organization directly under the control of the
Chinese Communist Militsry Council, wes headed by
the Governor of Hupeh, and, copcurrently, the Mayor
of wihan, sud included nine Joviet sdvisers.

5+ Apother source of sdvice to PAVN may be the Soviet and Chi-
nese Communist military attaches stationed in Hanol. The Soviet
personnel include Maj. Gen. P. I. Bunyashin, military sttache, and
three essistent militery attaches: F. V. Konstantinov, M. I. Muravyev,
- and Lt. Col. Pridibailo. The omly Chinese Communist who has been
126e§=§.1ﬁaa as a militery stische is Hsing Jumg-chieh {6717/2837/
0 .

6. If you feel it necessary to levy further regquirzments on
the Clandestine Services, we will sttempt to meet them. Ve esre ate
taching a sumpary of pertinent CS5 reportis.
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ALLER W. DULLES
Director of Central Intelligence
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